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ORTON IMAGES

This information appeared in a previous edition of Pix (October 2007) but in case you did not read it or had not joined the club by then, here is the best Photoshop tip in the world.  I tried it out over the holidays and was soooo excited about it that I decided to include it in the Pix again. 

· Open any image you wish to try the technique on in Photoshop.  Make a duplicate of the image (image > duplicate).  Close the original image.

· Lighten the image as follows: Image > Apply Image . In the 
dialog box that comes up, change the blending mode to “Screen” and the Opacity to 100%.  This will give you an overexposed photo.
·  Duplicate this overexposed photo (Image > Duplicate).
· Blur the second image (Filter > Blur > Gaussian blur.) In the 
dialog box use a radius setting of 15 to 50 pixels - the higher the pixel setting the blurrier the photo. Experiment with different Blur settings, some work better for certain photos. Do not be scared to go overboard!
· Select the move tool from the toolbar (or just press “v” on your keyboard).  Hold down the shift key and use your mouse to drag and drop the blurry photo on top of the overexposed one. Do not let go of the shift key until after you release the mouse button or the images will not be in perfect alignment.
· Bring the Layers palette up (f7).  Under the word “Layers” in the layers palette will be a menu box of blending modes.  Change the blending mode from “normal” to “multiply”.
· Now flatten the two layers by pressing “control + E”  or go “Image > flatten image”.

Your new masterpiece !

Is “Orton” regarded as manipulation . . . ?


Salon entries - Orton is regarded as manipulation.  You can therefore not enter an Orton image in a category where manipulation is not allowed.
Club entries - You are allowed to Orton a Colour, Monochrome or 
Altered Reality photo provided that the end result still fall within the definition of what a Colour, Monochrome or Altered Reality should be. 

If you Orten a “Nature” image and enter it in the club colour category, you will not be able to enter that photo in the “Nature” section (or any other non-manipulation section) for our year end competition.
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The Orton technique can transform some photos into something really special but for some, it just does not work.  Try it out on different photos and create your own technique !!
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